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DOCTRINAL. 


We have not, for some time, seen a more 
excellent discourse than that delivered in A- 
pril last, by Rev. Hosea Barxov 2d of Rox- 
bury, at the installation of Rev. Tuomas G. 
Farnsworth, in Haverhill. In compliance 
with the request of a friend, we take the lib- 
erty to make the following extracts from it, 
not doubting they will be highly acceptable 





to our readers. 


What is Salvation? A subject so im- | simplest understanding. 
portant will be found perfectly plain and | familiar simile: The father of certain re- | witnessing the agonies of his fellow crea- 


= : : ‘ : 
will not hesitate in acknowledging that 
Two dollars per annum, payable on or be- | the work is generally effected by our own 


ases where payment is de- | 
he expiration of a year, interest | 


oliected of new subscribers, for | 








a special request be made for duct? 


veney for the Christian Intel- | 
to obtain subscribers, and collect | 


exertions. Who ever became either wise 
or virtuous without any care or endeavors 
of his own? 

But here rises a difficulty: You will re- 


mind me that although there is nothing 


five cents each, will be allowed to | impracticable, nor unreasonable, in the 
or other person, procurivg new | subject as now explained, yet the very 
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' 


scriptures I have quoted in confirmation, | 


assert that it is God who saves us by re- 
'generation, not we ourselves; and that it 
(is Christ, not man, who redeems us from 


‘iniquity. If mankind can save themselves, 


what need have they of a Saviour? 

We might just as well ask, if children 
can Jearn, what is the use of an _instruct- 
er? If they can behave correctly, what 
need of a master to regulate their con- 
Mankind can indeed repent and 


‘onsaddressed to thé editor | become righteous; but then they need 
rded by mail, must be | Some powerful influence to move them to 


\ the undertaking, and to induce them to 
perseverance. This influence God has 
furnished in his providence, and especially 
jin the gospel of his Son; and by this in- 
fluence he operates on their minds, and 
rouses them to the necessary exertion. 
“ Work out your own salvation,” says St. 
Paul, ‘‘ with fear and trembling; for it is 





____ | God who worketh in you both to will and to 


do, of his good pleasure.” God is the 
great, original author, and Christ the ap- 
pointed agent, of our salvation; but still 
'we must not forget that the manner in 
| which both our Creator and our Saviour 
effect this work, is by bringing us to ex- 
ert our own powers in the performance. 
The point we are now illustrating, ac- 





_counted one of the most intricate and per- | him to commiserite, he necessarily hard- 
plexing of the whole science of divinity, | ens his heart, anc shuts it against the calls 


may, 1 am confident, be reduced to the 


‘ 


| 


| 
' 


Let us employ a not he who suppces heaven to consist in 
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terrific display of his hatred and cruelty? their profit, that they may be made partak- 
Set forth, now, all the horrors of an end- | ers of his holiness? Flow often are we 
less hell, declaim on its torments till lan- | taught that the suflerings of life are not 
guage fails, give reins to the imagination | the tokens of divine wrath, but the testi- 
till she herself is lost in affright, and what {monies of God’s paternal attention and 
have you effected? The eredulous hear- | compassion? That the trials of adversity, 
er may indeed faint before the opening a- | the various calamities with which we are 
byss; but Love, pure spit of heaven, | visited, are calculated to promote our vir- 
comes not in the si of the botlomless pit. | tue, to improve our comfort, to secure our 

‘The ravaging locusts are there, and best interest, and to enlarge our heavenly 
they destroy every germ of affection that | inheritance, The light affliction of this 
was unfolding to the Giver of all good. transitory world, which is but for a mo- 
How long will it take christians to learn ment, worketh out for us a far more ex- 
that love to God's a principle that does ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
not come from ‘hell! ‘ We love him,” _ Cappe. 
says St. John, “ yecause he first loved | agin. 
us;” and let'the finister of reconcilia-| The pangs of conviction and the sighs 
tion never forget n@r overlook this saving and prayers of contrition are often mistak- 
truth. 77m | * . ’ " jen for actual conversion; but contrition is 

I cannot pass without remarking on the | not reformation, rfor is regret restitution. 
manifest absurdity of expecting to render) You, my friend, who have been so long 
people benevolent by a contrary doctrine. | the stave of base and degrading appetites, 
Threatenings of torment and denuncia- | say that yon repent, and lament your folly | 
tions of vengeance may indeed terrify and guilt. We doubt not your sincerity ; | 
men into dissimulation, but never into cor- for whoever did wrong, and when the fe- 
dial affection. Nor are these means sim-| yer of appetite had subsided, and the band- 
ply useless in this respect, for they have a age, which passion had drawn over his. 
natural influence te cherish a dark and eyes, was stripped down, and the shame. 
malignant temper; they impart a portion and misery in which he had involved him- 
of their own spit to the minds which they | self, rushed upon his view, was not sorry 
affect. He whois accustomed to consid- | for what he had done? We see your tears; 
er the Almighty as a being of a vindictive we hear your lamentations; we mark with 
disposition, contracts somewhat of that you the destitution and grief, which you 
disposition himsdf, by means of his very have brought upon those friends and chil- 
devotions. Normust we torgetthe moral dren, who have clung to you with unabat- 
influence of his habitual anticipations of ed affection even in your lowest degrada- 
the torments of the damned. By famil- tion, and have stood over you, wrung with 
iarizing himself with the idea of their in- the agony which a mother must have felt 
finite suffering, which his religion forbids for her first born, when bound as a victim 
for sacriiice. Under these circumstances, 
we cannot doubt the sincerity of your 
grief; at such wretchedness our hearts 
melt with pity. But you are not to con- 
sider this repentance as effectual until a 


of compassion. And indeed, why should 


simple, if we contemplate it as it is exhib- | hellious children, designs to reclaim them | tures, prepare himself for such delights, | thorough change of conduct is produced; 


ited and defined in the scriptures, Jesus from their vice and ignorance. 


He 


ac- 


Christ is there represented as having | cordingly places them in circumstances fa- 
come into this world in the character of a | yorable to his purpose, and assigns them 
Saviour. The grand object of his mis-| a preceptor whom he himself has thor- 
sion, the great business of his life, was to oughly qualified and instructed for the 


save sinners:—‘* The son of man is come,” 
suid he, “ to seek and to save that which 
was lost.’ Now, we have only to observe 
what course our Saviour actually pursued 
with regard to sinners, in order to save 
them, and we shall at once discover what 
kind of salvation he endeavored to effect; 
as its character must comport with the 
means by which it was produced. And 
what means did he employ for this tmpor- 
faut object? ~ What was the employment 
‘o which he devoted himself, im fulfilling 
his mission as a Saviour? 
need be reminded that it was Religious 
Instruction. 
ministry in preaching to mankind, in ex- 
posing their errors, and in exhibiting di- 
vine truth to their view, under the indu- 
hitable sanetion of his wonderful miracles. 
In this way, he led them to repentance, 


| business. 


Iie spent the period of his— 


and finally filled their hearts with the spir- | 


it and exalted hopes of his religion. 
doing this, was effecting their salvation, 
which was the great object of his labors— 
a salvation from error and sin and their 
haneful influence, to righteoushess, joy 
and peace in the Holy Ghost. * * * 

This view of the subject, drawn from 
the reality itself, is the same with that 
which is presented in those particular 
texts which treat directly of the character 
(salvation, St. Paul says that “ he 


“hon, and renewing of the Holy Ghost,” 
and that Christ “ gave himself for us, that 
he might REDEEM us from all iniquity, and 
Puryy unto himself a peculiar people zeal! 
v's of good works.” Here let us ask a- 
gain, What is salvation? and let the pas- | 
“"3es Just quoted, give the answer: it is 
the washing of regeneration, and the re-| 
vewing of the holy spirit; it is redemption | 
fom miquity, and purification unto good | 
Werks, And, accordingly, the appropriate | 
business of Christ, as a Saviour, is to give 
‘pentance and forgiveness of sins; as St. 
“Cter testifies: God hath exalted him “to | 
““aprnce and a Saviour, for to give re- 
“ance to Israel, and forgweness of sins.” 
But of all the inspired testimonies on 
_ subject, none were uttered under cir- | 
“nstances that called for so much pre- 
pia rs that of the angel of God who 
ri tune ed to Joseph the approaching | 
lation which Chiat sold eter sea 
~e , anc 

cin oan nt Beate a ope 
Words: «& Gen sh It Il hi ; pod ag 
or ke z : alt call his name Jesus, 
be Hall save his people from their 


tine of any friends, is the scriptural doc- 
vou with “vation. I may now appeal to 
ee comin is there any thing | 
‘ntimation of” any thing improper, in this 
area by: text, that we can save 
tis but to oo others also? Remember, | 
and to Nadap may: our sins by repentance, 
And who oy vw doctrine of our Saviour. 
that cxnnat } wr! that cannot reform, or 
ed of the pol sc Who is there, possess- 
", that pm ps qualifications of a feach- | 
“So, as well reform and instruct others | 
eae as himself? 

cted hearers, 


‘DScriptural notio 
MeXorable 


OX this in y 


diveard the absurd, the 
n of salvation from an | 


vengeance of the God of love; | 


And | 


_ other. 
' simile. 


‘to his Father in heaven. 


of his alienation! 
‘ungrateful prodigal, who lives on the 
_bounties of his forgotten Father, awaken 


| otherwise. 


our minds, that salvation is de-| Jove to God? 


The preceptor by degrees at- 
taches them to himself, aflects them by 


‘the tender tokens of their parent’s regard, 


rouses their latent energies, and at length 
brings them, one after another, to apply 
themselves faithfully to knowledge and 
virtue, He sees the work prosper in his 
hands. He sees them, day after day, ex- 
erting themselves, with increased devotion, 
in their own reformation and improvement; 
and finally he enjoys the high satisfaction 


’ of delivering them into the father’s hands, 
You scarcely | 


adorned with every virtue, and enriched 
with every attainment. In such a case it 


| 
} 





would be true both that the father, and. 


that the preceptor, reformed the children; 
and it would be equally true that the chil- 


dren reformed themselves, as the exertions | 


to which they had been impelled, were 
the immediate cause of their improve- 
ment. And if we also suppose that the 
earliest converts among them assisted in 
the care and instruction of the rest, if 
would be true that they reformed each 
You, my hearers, will apply this 


save us by his gospel; and that the Son, 
whea he had fulfilled his ministry, trans- 
mitted the same gospel, with his own bless- 
ing, to his Apostles and servants. Says 


oa f St. Paul, “ we are ambassadors for Christ; 
God) savep us by the washing of regener- | 


as though God did beseech you by us, we 
pray you, in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 


'ciled to God,***** We, then, as workers 


logether with him, [Christ,] beseech you 
also that ye receive not the grace of God 
in vain.” 43 . . . 4 
That fundamental truth, on which the 
entire system of .Christianity rests, God’s 


love to sinners, God’s impartial love to | 
‘the whole world, is suflicient of itself, | 
realized, to reconcile man to his | 


when 
Maker, and engage all his warm affections 
Go, convince 
the fearful, mistrustful wretch, who shrinks 
even from the thought of his Almighty 
Sovereign,—convince him that God is his 


' . 7 * . 
‘unalterable Friend, his faithful Parent, 
; and how soon will you remove the cause 


Go to the thoughtless, 


him to a sense of the tender mercy that 


/watches over him, and he will be ungrate- 


fulno longer. And even the sullen mis- 


'creant’whom repeated crimes have driven 
to despair of the love of heaven, will raise 


his once haggard eye, now filling with un- 
usual hope and melting contrition, to that 


gracious Sovereign whose redeeming voice 
| speaks peace on earth and good will toward 


men. 

We often hear complaints of man’s in- 
gratitude and enmity to his Creator. It 
must be confessed and lamented that these 
sins prevail; but pardon me if I say, no 
wonder that they do. God has been too 


| generally presented to the sinner’s view as 


a hating and hateful character, to have it 
He has been generally de- 
scribed as a being of infinite wrath, hard- 
ly restraining his vengeance for a few 


Discard, my re- days, which is at last to break upon his 
erring creatures in an eternal storm. 


My 
friends, I appeal to your good sense; are 
such representations calculated to inspire 
What would you think of 


'way of our Saviour and his religion; but 


I need only observe that it was | 
jour heavenly Father who sent his Son to 


‘tion, which has been the glory of succeed- 
ling times, 


afraid of change, when it is a change from 
| error to truth. 


‘of our principles, feelings, custcms, or | 


| 
| 


by occasional pragtice on earth? | until the criminal indulgences are renoun- 
= }ced, the moral sense has recovered its 

The following isextracted from a sermon | tone, and conscience resumed its authori- 
ty; until you find yourself able to resist 
the solicitations to guilt, and time has e- | 
vinced the completeness of the reforma- | 
tion. It may be that the means and op- | 
‘portunities of criminal indulgence are not 
. now within your reach; you make a virtue | 
'of necessity, and because you cannot do! 
| Wrong, you imagine that you would not, if, 
| you possessed the power. Or perhaps at , 
thon “a } the present momont your orimminal desires | 
corner ' MS | are suppressed, and you feel no move- 
ation 20d | nents of evil within you. Yet are you 
| certain that they are extinct; do the em- 


delivered by the late lamented Rev. Samuri 
Caney, formerly ene of the ministers of 
King’s Chapel, Boston. He was a unitarian. 
It is melancholy aud discouraging at 
this period of the world, when all candid 
minds must adimit that every branch of 
knowledge is in a state ot far greater im- 
provement, than in any past period, and 
when treasures of information, 
known, are now laid_ opens 
cant about the danger of in» 


its fearful consequences. V hat is to be} 


? > ne 
nant Are we ne er st€P bers need any thing more than the breath 
wey ONE hit! estons : it P ty ot | of temptation to fan them into a flame? If) 
instruction, hitherta shalt th. ae, 2) again exposed to trial would not your 
no farther? Are we to ract the | © 


passions again make you their captive? 

| But though your resolutions of virtue are 
/now cordial and sincere, repentance is not 
‘accomplished until restitution is made, 
| where restitution is practicable. 

Real virtue, christian goodness, is some- 
thing permanet and habitual. It is a tem- 
| per. which intermingles itself with the ev- 
er varying changes of human life; it is the 
| application of the principles of religion to 
the ordinary duties, accidents, sufferings, 
and pleasures of every day; which must 
lie down with us on our pillows, and ac- 
|company us in all our solitary walks. I 
remember thee upon my bed, says the 
Psalmist, and meditate on thee in the 
‘night watches. Sighs, which are wrung 
us never! from our hearts only in a moment of ac- 

cidental despondency, and tears, which 
fall only from some flying cloud, that hap: 
pens to pass over the mind, and desires 
and resolutions which succeed them, and 
transient asthe rainbow, appear only while 
, ; 'the shower remains, hardly deserve to be 
habits, let us never hesitate,a moment to | taken into the account in the estimation of 
do our duty. our characters. To 


\ the influence of religion and virtue is with 


whole plan of divine provic: , and shut 
our eyes and our ears {vyever against 
truth? Experiency has proved all these 
terrors to be mere ¢ereatures of the imag- 
ination. The Jews once taiked in this 


it has not proved in fact, that the world 
has been the worse for believing in chris- 
tianity. The churgh of Rome was full ot 
the same sort of tetror, when Luther and 
the reformers ventured to expose its enor- 
mous abuses. But it was these very dan- 
gerous reformers, who gave all that vigor 
to the human mind, and that bold and ar- 
dent zeal for truth ia defiance of persecu- 


My brethren, let 
shrink at reformation. Let us never be 





When we are once satisfi- 
ed that the honor of God and the cause of | 
religion is promoted by alteration in any | 





PRACTICAL. ~ | us what it ought.to be, we must ascertain | 


j | whether its influence is permanent, habit- 

There is no evil being that has any! yal, and universal. This can be deter- 
thing to do in the government of the world, mined only by tracing back our conduct 
it is ruled by the God of love. Our sharp- | for a length of time, and through a long | 
est pains, onr severest anguish, are not | series of the duties and trials, which bear 


“the cruelties of a malignant principle, they company with every day and hour of hu-| 


are not the barbarous sport of an insensi- ‘man life. Judge of yourselves then not 


ble and wanton mind. ‘They are not blown | by any single act, but by a long continu- 


to us by the wind of chance, nor veorne | ed course of actions; not by any sudden 


down upon us by the torrent of an unintel- | oy transient emotions, but by your habitual 


‘gracious visitations of our heavenly Fa- 
, ther, without whom, not a sparrow falleth | 
a i’ ground, nor a hair from the human | and observe the course and tendency of 

ead, 
come from the pure and incorruptible foun- | jaye pursued.— Colman. 
tain of all good; and it is with the kindest | 
intention that they are sent to us. 
we see with the eyes of God, we should | 
call them all blessings; for they are all a- 
like capable of being converted by us to | through which we are passing is in some 
our interest, and all alike intended to do | respects like a turnpike—all along which 
us good. If any confidence can be plac-| Vice and Folly have erected toll-gates, for 


ing; that he has no pleasure, either in the 
destruction, or the distresses of his crea- | purse—many a man has become a beggar 


ligent and irresistible destiny: they are | frame of mind and heart; look chiefly at 
| your ordinary temper, at the associations 
and sentiments, which prevailin your soul; 


We call them evils, and yet they that beaten track of conduct, which you 


—j—— 
From the Trenton Emporium. 
THE TURNPIKE OF LIFE. 
We are all ona journey. The 


Did 


| world 


ed in the clearest deductions of reason, | the accommodation of those who ¢hoose to 
this isan indubitable consequence of the| call in as they go—and there are very 
absolute independence and infinite perfec- | few of all the host of travellers, who do 
tion of God. The word of God is as clear | not occasionally stop a little at some one 
and full as we could wish it, on a point of | or another of them—and consequently pay | 
such mighty moment to our tranquility and 
comfort. : 
that nothing happens to us but by his ap-| great variety as well in the amount as mn 
pointment—that there is nd evil—nothing | the kind of toll exacted at these diflereut | 
that we blindly call so, 


more or less to the toll gatherers. Pay | 


How often are we told there, | more or less, I say, because there tsa 


stopping places. 


but of his creat- | : 
»ride and fashion take heavy tolls of the | 


ordinary | 


determine whether , 


Pleasure offers a very smooth delightful 
road in the outset; she tempts the travel- 
ler with many fair promises, and wins thous- 
ands—but she taxes without mercy—iike 
an artful robber she allures till she gets 
her victim in her power, and then strips 
him of health and money—and turns hun 
off, a miserable object, into the very worst 
and most ragged road ot life. 

intemperance plays the part of a sturdy 
villain—He’s the very worst toll gatherer 
on the road—tfor he not only gets from 
his customers their money and their health 


_but he robs them of their very brains.— 


The men you meet in the road, ragged 
and ruined in fame and fortune, are his 
visiters, 

And so I might go on enumerating ma- 
ny others who gather toll ot the unwary 
Accidents sometumes happen, itis true, 
along the road, but those who do not get 
through at least tolerably well, you may 
be sure have been stopping by the way at 
some of these places. ‘The plain common 
sense men, who travel straight forward get 
through the journey without much ditti- 
culty, 

This being the state of things—it be- 
comes every one, in the outset, if he in- 
tends to make a comfortable journey, to 
take care what kind of company he gets 
in with. We are ail apt to do a good deal 
as Our companions do—stop where they 
stop—and pay toll where they pay. ‘len 
chances to one then, but our choice in this 
particular decides our tate. 

Having paid due regard to a prudent 
choice of companions, the next unportant 
thing is, closely to observe how others 
manage—to mark the good or il that is 
produced by every course of lite—see 
how those who do well, manage, and trace 
the cause of all evil to its ortgin in con- 
duct. Thus you will make yourself mas- 
fer of the information most necessary to 
regulate your own conduct. There is 
no ditlicuity in working things right i 
you know how—-by these means you 
learn, 

Be careful of your habits. These 
make the man. And they require long 
and careful culture, ere they grow to be 
a second nature—good habits lL speak ot— 
bad ones are more easily acquired—they 
are the spontaneous weeds, that flourish 
rapidly and rankly without care or cul- 
ture, 

Phere hteas arc WTUWT 100Sely TORCUs 
er, but they may be worth a thought. 1 
send them tothe printers, who will print 
them when they have a little room to 
spare. OLIVER OAKWOOD. 

innate 

Cerrainty. “I am not so foolish,’ 
says the pious Richard Baxter, “ to pre- 
tend my certainty to be greater than 1 
is, merely because it is dishonor to be 
less certain. My certainty that I am a 
man, is before my certainty that there is 
a God: 2, My certainty that there is a 
God, is before my certainty that he re- 
quireth love and holiness of his creatures: 
3. My certainty of this, is greater than 
my certainty of the life of rewards and 


punishments hereafter: 4. My certainty of 


that is greater than my certainty of the 
endless duration of it, and the immortality 
of individual souls, 


the Christian faith: 6. 
the Christian faith in its essentials, is 
greater than my certainty of the perfection 
and infallibility of the holy Scriptures: 7. 
My certainty of fhat, is greater than my 
certainty of many particular texts: and 
so of the truth of many particular doc- 
trines, or, of the canonicalness ot some 
certain books. So that you see by what 
gradations my understanding doth proceed; 
as also that my certainty differeth as the 
evidence differs! and they that have attain- 
ed to a greater perfection and a higher de- 
gree of certainty than I, should pity me, 
and should produce their evidence to help 
me.”? 
—<p>— 


“ Let this idea dwell in our minds, that 
our duties to God and our duties to men, 
are not distinct and independent duties 
but are involved in each other: that devo- 
tion and virtue are not different things, 
but the same thing; either in different sta- 
ges or in different stations, in differen! 
points of progress, or circumstances of sit- 
uation, What we cali devotion, for the 
sake of distinction, during its initiatory and 
instrumental exercises, is devotion in its 


|infancy, the virtue, which after a time it 


produces, is devotion in its maturity: the 
contemplation of Deity is devotion at rest 
the execution of his command is devotion 
inaction. Praise is religion in the temp! 
or the closet; industry, from a sense of 
duty, is religion in the shop or field; com- 
mercial integrity is religion in the mart, 
the communication of consolation is relig- 
ion in the house of mourning; tender at 
tention is religion in the ehamber of sick- 
ness; paternal instruction is religion 

the heart: judicial justice is religion on the 


'bench; patriotism is religion in the publ 


councils,” 
cities 
He that would do evil, but fromthe fea 
of punishment, and he that would refrau 


| from doing good, but from the hope of re- 


ward, need to be closely watched to keep 


5. My certainty of 
the Deity, is greater than my certainty of 
My certainty of 


‘verance fj 
® fro ten Sel 
Tors, and eka our own sins, our own er- the man who should attempt to win the 

onsequent misery, and you! affection of enemies or strangers, by a 


tures; that he does not willingly afflict or 
grieve the children of men; that he chast- 
ens them, not for his own pleasure, but for 


by paying at their gates—the 
| rates they charge, are heavy, and the road 
| that way is none of the best. 


them honest. Their goodnes !s the sam 
! . 
as everv knave possesses 
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THE INTELLIGENCER. 


SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE....PAUL- 


GARDINER, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23. 


Ars aae 


There are some people in the community, 
who, though they are not prepared to say 
that the doctrine of universal salvation from 
sin, is not both reasonable and indeed scrip- 
tural, yet think that it is calculated to have a 
bad tendency on youth. Young persons, say 
they, are already sufficiently prone to throw 
off the restraints of religion, and to indulge 
in levity and riotous practices. Hence they 
need aseverer discipline than universalism 
presents, We would speak with seriousness 
and charity upon this subject, because we be- 
lieve that many, who raise this objection to 
our views, are very well meaning people, and 
have, or think they have, at heart the inter- 
ests of the rising generation. We would 
give them credit for honesty, but believing 
that their apprehensions originate in a gross 
misunderstanding of our doctrine, we would 
ask the privilege to make a few remarks ten- 
ding to show, that the morals of youth would 
not be endangered by a belief in universal 
salvation. 

When we use the phrase—universal sal- 
vation—we mean to include all the ‘other 
parts of the system, of which this is the re- 
sult, viz. The unalterable and impartial love 
of God towards man,—our obligations to 
Jove him in return,—the heinous nature of 
sin, and the certainty of its being punished 
until reformation is produced. Now is it 
dangerous for youth to be taught, that God 
is their Father; that he loves them; that 
they are under obligations to love and obey 
him ; that to affend him is wicked, and that 
he will punish them for their sins, until they 
conform to his holy requirements? In short, 
js it dangerous for young persons to believe, 
that the whole of the divine administration 
is ordered in infinite love, and that though, 
by his chastisements, “ he cause grief, yet 
he will have compassion according to the 
multitude of his mercies ?”—That the result 
of his administration over mankind shall ul- 
umately be the reconciliation of all things 
anto himself” 

‘On this system there can be no encourage- 
mem given to continue in sin ; for it assures 
them, with an awful solemnity, that “the 
wicked sball not go unpunished,”—-that they 
must be miserable as long as they are sinfal, 
—-that the sooner they become virtuous the 
better, as their opposition to God is useless, 
since they will, at last, be obliged to give it 
up and yield that obedience which God re- 
cuires, ¢ 

Such a representation, it appears to us, is, 

more than any thing else, calenlated to con- 

vince them of the necessity of virtue and pi- 
ety, and to secure their love and confidence 
towards the God who made them It teaches 
them, that he is their-eternal Father,—it ap- 
peals to all the generous and delicate senti- 
ments of their youthful hearts, and engages 
their warmest admiration of his character, 
and cannot, therefore, but have a salutary 
control ever their lives. 
Is #'dangerous to the virtue of a child to 
convince him that bis earthly father loves 
“him—that he desires his welfare,and,through 
the discipline to which he, in greater wis- 
That all 
ihe chastisements of the father, are inflicted 
for the good of the child, and will be contin- 
vied until that good, through his obedience, is 
effected? We have yet to learn that if you 
tell a child his father loves him, you intro- 


dom, subjects him, will promote it? 


duce a doctrine dangerous to his-virtue. No; | 


convince him of this, and you will be much 
more likely to engage the returning love of 
the child, than you would by preaching to 
him the terrors of his father’s revengeful 
wrath, and representing him as an enemy 
rather than a friend. 

Why then is it any more dangerous to rep- 
resent his eternal Father in a light, that is al- 
so calculated to enlist his admiration for, and 
beget his confideuce in hitn ? Tell him then, 
that God isa stern and inflexible Being,— 
that he has subjected him “ to all the mise- 
ries of this life, and the pains of hell furever,” 
om account of a sin committed by a person 
six thousand years ago ; tell him that he holds 
in his hand the thunderbolts of omnipotent 
vengeance, and is about rising to plunge his 
hated soul into the unguenchable hillows of 
inerciless wrath:—and you may bring-terrors 
«s dark as tenfold night over his mind,—-you 
may drive him to distraction, and unstop the 
fountain of his tears ; but they will be tears 
of terrified sorrow, not those- of affectionate 
gratitude. Tell bim this, and he may dread 
whe God who made Lim, and secretly regret 
that such a being fills the throne of eternity, 
but be awill not love him. 
bat it -will be with the reluctant step and 
trembling servility of a slave ; not with that 
filial veneration and cheerfulness which a- 
lone can be acceptable to Heaven. 

Every person acquainted with the condi- 
tion of the youthful mind, knows that in or- 

der to secure its aflection, such representa- 
tions must be made as are amiable, kind and 
lovely. It revolts at scenes of cruelty, and 
cannot be made to contemplate them unmov- 


£4; until, through the influence of a false the- 


ery, or that of bad example, itis taught that 


cruelty is sanctioned by the divine, as well as | 


by buiman conduct, 


AEE SD 


The doctrine of endless tortures can have 
no charms for the tender, sympathizing and 
generous minds of youth, It ean never lead 
them to admire and love the character of 
him, who inflicts such torments ; and any 
thing that is not calculated to do this, is so 
far from being serviceable, that it must be 
injurious, to morality and religion. If peo- 
ple are the friends of the rising generation, 
let them not apprehend any bad effects from 
a doctrine whose peculiar virtue it is to rep- 
resent the character and government of the 
Most High in such a manner, as to draw 
from the inmost recesses of the soul the 
sweetest and most acceptable sentiments of 
ardent gratitude, admiration and praise. 

We yield to no persons whatever, in an 
anxious solicitude for the welfare and happi- 
We want to 

to see them 


ness of the rising generation. 

see them virtuous. We desire 
religious. But we should have a 
hope of rendering them such by the barba- 
rous and revolting tale of endless miseries. 


meager 


Let them place their confidence in an eteraal 
Father, whose goodnezs is commensurate 
with his power, and whose salvation is as 
extensive as his own unbounded love. This 
faith shall lead them, with a steady hand, 
through the giddy paths of youth, and con- 
duct them into “the ways of wisdom, which 
are those of pleasantness and all whose paths 
are peace,” 
—>—. 

Tur Puain Lanevacr. We received a 
communication a few days ago, written by a 
gentleman in this county, the design of which 
was to recommend and defend the use. of the 
plain language, or more properly, the solemn 
style, in ordinary writing and conversation. 
Not being of the opinion advanced by our 
correspondent, we would take this opportu- 
nity to give our reasons why we believe that 
style ought not to be generally adopted. 

There ought, we believe, to be two styles 
in our language-~the one familiar, and the 
other solemn ; the former to be employed in 
addressing our fellow men, and the other in 
addressing the Creator. If but one style is 
used fer both of these purposes, it seems as if 
an attempt was made to reduce the dignity 
of Jehovah to that of his creatures. It is, in 
our opinion, as improper for one man to ad- 





He may obey too; | 


dress another in the use of the pronouns thou, 
thee, and thine, as it would be to call on the 
august and infinitely venerable name of the 
Supreme, saying,— You are wise, you are 
good, you are powerful,—we adore you as 
our benefactor, and acknowledge that we are 
obligated to obey your requirements,” &c. 
But such language, employed in reference to 
God, would shock the pious feelings of every 
sober christian, who reflects on what is due 
to the divine dignity. 
employ it thus. 


No man would. dare 
He would feel as if he were 


in the community. But let there be, as our 
correspondent recommends, but one style 
employed-—and that, the solemn if you please, 
——and the direct consequence would be, that 
God must be addressed in the same familiar 
terms as are employed in ordinary conversa- 
tion; because that language would immedi- 
We are not a friend 
to any thing that wonld lessen the tone of 


ately become familiar. 


solemn veneration, which men ever ought to 
feel when engaged in calling upon the name 
of Him, who is infinitely above all created 
lor this reason we believe that men 
ought not to be addressed in the same style 


beings. 


which is employed in supplicating the favour 
of Heaven. To address men .in the solemn 
style is, therefore, as censurable as to address 
the Deity in the familiar; because, in either 
case, the effect must be to level, so far as lan- 
guage has any influence, the digaity of the 
Creator to that of his creatures. 

But our correspondent ,tlinks that “ the 
plain language is first, more scriptural, and 
second that it is more grammatical.” 

We must be permitted to tell him, that he 
is not correet in either of these conclusions. 
There is no doubt, that many, who employ 
the solemn style fer common purposes, do it 
from a sort ef conscientious desire to con- 


But do they not know, that none of the au- 
thors of the books of scripture ever used the 
words thou, thee, or thine? They did not 
speak or write in the English language ; and 
ifit be wrong to speak in any other terms 
than they did, it is wrong to use the English 
language at all. Let those who are so con- 
science-bound about this business reflect that 
thou, thee, &c. are no more scriptural than 





_ sacred writers, let them learn the Hebrew and 
| Greek and speak imthose languages altogeth- 
er. We maintain that the plain language is 


not any more scriptural than the other, for 


| neither was used by the divine writers. It} 
.istrue our Bible is translated into the solemn 


| style,—and it ought to be; for the instruc- 


. . . . . | 
| tions contained in them are inspired,—they | 
| are awfully solemn and sublime ; but because | 


our Bible comes to us in the solemn style, 
| it is no reason that that style should be ren- 
_ dered familiar by being used in ordinary w1it- 
_ings and conversation, Its own solemn char- 
acter ought to be preserved, and not destroy- 
ed by being brought into familiar use, 


dealing lightly with the most solemn subject, | 
and would be justly censured by every man | 


there of this? What is the authority, that 
inakes one style more correct than another / 
Is it any thing but the usage of the best writ- 
ers? But that usage does not warrant the 
assertion, that the plain language is the most 
correct. We know it is said that the solemn 
style furnishes an accusative or objective,which 
is very much wanted in our language ; and 
therefore should be generally used. As much 
as we lament, that the English language 


convenienee,—-not having, like them, an ap- 
propriate termination for the accusative case, 
—still we are not prepared to say that thou 
and thee should therefore be brought into 
common use. There is no substantive in our 
language that has a termination in the accu- 
sative differing from the nominative. If a 
reformation is to be encouraged in this thing, 
make it thorough. Do not stop with a single 
pronoun, but go throngh every noun in the 
language and find an appwpriate accusative 
termination for eaol. Ife must say, “ thou 
art,” and “ love thee,” forthe sake of a differ- 
ence in the nominative and accusative, let us 
also say, “ a hat is a goal thing--give me @ 
A dative, a vocative, 
wanted. 


broad brimed hat-um.” 
and an ablative too are sometimes 
We could, undoubtedly, have a more correct 
language with, than we now have without 
them. If then our language is incorrect and 
must be reformed, let the work of reforma- 
tion be perfect. As before observed, let us 
not stop at a single pronoun; let us go 
through the whole, and intrpduce all conven- 
ient cases, find appropriate terminations for 
each ease, and establish gesders among the 
adjectives, &c. 

But this plea about the inporrectness of the 
familiar style is, at-best, very hollow. It is 
the English language, estalilished by the best 
usages in Eurepe and America, and is as 
grammatical as any other. It is as correct 
to use you in the nominative and objective,as 
This 


complaint, however, comes to us with rather 


it is to use man in both of those czses. 


a bad grace from thase, who, nine times out 
of ten, violate the rule forwhich they con- 
tend, The very communiqition that has been 
sent us complaining of the incorrectness of 
the familiar style, and which has elicited 
“ro 
If thee thinks that the following 


these remarks, begins iuthese words. 
the editor : 
remarks may be serviceable, thee is at liberty 
to insert them in thy paper”! We 
this man to be very careful hereafter how he 
eomplains of the urgrammatical character of 
the familiar style. Indeed we hardly ever 
saw a quaker, who spoke correctly in the 
plain language. Mark it whenever you will, 
and in-most.cases, you Will Kear them using 
the objective for the nominative, and the 
third person of the verb for the second! 

We repeat it. No attsmpt ought to be en- 
couraged that would ge to destroy that dis- 
tinction between the solkmn and the fainiliar 
styles, that so wisely exist. Let us have 
words in common use, by which to address 
our fellow men ; but when we appear before 
that venerable Being—the Pternal King, let 
us notemploy a style, tat would seem to 
bring tis dignity to a levol with the creatures 
around wus. 


adyise 


diy the -way we haveanother correspond- 
eat, whose contributions are always highly 
acceptable to us, on account of the sound 
reason and seriptural atguiment which they 
contain, who, we perceive, has recently a- 
dopted the solemn stylein ordinary writing. 
We doubt not that he does it from the best of 
motives, and perhaps under a sense of con- 
scientious obligation. He will permit us, 
however, without taking any offence—as 
none. certainly is intended—to ask him affec- 
tionately, what good reason can be given 
that two styles should not, as they now do, 
exist in ow languase ? His communications 
are always thankfully réceived ; .but we may 
be permitted to add, they would be none the 
less so, if they were not written ina style, the 
singularity of which is rather calculated to 
call the attention of the reader away from 
the good sense contained in them. 

Sena 





| The following is @ correct extract from 


form to the language of the sacred writers,| Rev. Jouy Werstey'’s Poem on the Love of 


| God. 


| “That vast unfathomable sea 
Shall swallow up all Adam's line, 
| And every sont of man shall be 
Fo,ever lost in.dove divine.” 
Query. Is not this universalism ? 
not, pray tell us what is. 


If it is 





—- 
| The Baptist churches of North Carolina 
| have protested against all missionary schemes, 


money to carry them into effect. They have 

_also withdrawn their fellowship from all per- 
sons belonging to missionary societies, and 
all engaged in soliciting subscriptions jn their 
behalf. They 
such practices to be anti-seriptura!l and cor- 
rupt. 


declare such societies and 


—<—— 


New Pverication. We have received 


called the Lineratist,published in Wilming- 


| ton, N. C. and edited by Rev. Jacop Fareze, | 
Pastor of the unjversalist society in that town. 


ty - : 
| paper, and with a fairtype. Knowing some- 


ISTIAN iNTELLIGENCER. 


falls short of the Greek and Latin in point of 


but that the Libe:alist will prove a 


no doubt 
rer in the cause of truth. 


| valuable fellow labou 
We cheerfully bid it welcome, and hope it 
may have many patrons and good ones. We 
shall often cast an eye to the Poetic depart- 
ment. 
—>—- 
Jt gives us pleasure to be able to state that 


our friends in Wilton, Me, are about organiz- 
ing a universalist society in that town. 
—>—- 

Lirerary. We are happy 
from the Christian Repository, that our Rey. 
Br. S. C. Loverann, well known as a first 
rate classical scholar, has now in press a 
“ Greek Lexicon, adapted to the New Testa- 
ment, with English definitions.” The work 
will contain between three und four hundred 
pages of 24s, aud is expected to be published 
sometime in the course of the present year. 
‘This work is said to be the product of much 
labour, in which the able author has heen en- 
gaged for a number of years. 

Such a work is very much needed, and we 
have no doubt that jt will meet with a ready 


and extensive sale. 
—-— 


The new Uniyersalist Meeting House, at 
Winchester, N. H. was solemnly dedicated 
to the worship of Almighty God, on Wed- 
nesday, the 17th of January. Rev. Robert 
Bartlett was the only officiating clergyman 
present. Text, 1 Cor. xu. 4, 5, 6. This 
house is designed, in the lower part, for the 
district schoa], there being two large rooms 
on the lower floor ; the upper part for meet- 
ings. This is all neatly divided into slips, 
with a handsome desk on one side, at the 
centre. ‘The late Daviel Hawkins Esq. left 
a sum of money, which he ordered to be ap- 
propriated jn the erecting of this convenient 
building. ‘Thus we behold the man who was 
never weary in doing good while he lived, 
extending his influence for the benefit of 
mankind after his death. May the righte- 
ous be had in everlasting remembrance. 

Ch. Repository. 


to learn 


—p-—— 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS, 


FOR THE INTELLIGENCER. 


There is no doubt, but that many virtu- 
ous and good men, of benevolent and 
charitable dispositions, look with a sort of 
inward dread and horror at the doctrine of 
Universalists; because they suppose that 
if it should be believed by the world,there 
would be at once an end to piety, to reli- 
gion, and to morality; that the reasoning 
would then be, there wil] be no punish- 
ment hereafter, and men would say, we 
will live as we please, for we are all safe. 

It becomes the duty of the believers in 
universalism to remove these objections in 
a fair unsophisticated manner from ever 
candid, thinking, reflecting mind; and if 
it cannot be done, the doctrine ought to be 
abandoned as a delusion: for if the dis- 
semination of it introduces ficentiousness 
and immorality, its advocates must be dan- 
gerous enemies to human happiness. 

I presume I shall adopt a_ principle, 
from divine authority, which no christian 
will controvert, whenl take the words of 
the Scribe who came to our Saviour to in- 
quire ofhim which was the first command- 
ment of all? and on receiving his answer, 
and his mind assenting to the truth of our 
Saviour’s words, replied to him— WVell, 
Master, thau hast said the truth: for there 
is one God and there is none other but he; 
and to love him with all the heart and with 
all the understanding and with all the soul 
and with all the strength, and to love his 
neighbor as himself, is more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when 
Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he 
said unto him, Thou art not far from the 
kingdom of heaven.” Now this statement 
is so explicit and clear—so universally ad- 
mitted in its fair legitimate sense, by the 
minds of every denomination of christians 
with which 1 am acquainted, that I shall 
presume it to stand uncontroverted. Ifso, 
what are the feelings which flow from this 
belief?——-what the fruits it produces? Not 
a licentious and wicked life, not a dislike 
of the law and commandments of our 
heavenly Father,—not a wish or a desire 
to do any thing which he has forbiden; 
neither would there be a desire to injure a 
solitary being of the human family, or add 
one pang to any heart susceptible of feel- 
ing; but on the contrary, a person possess- 
ing this principle, will delight ina holy 
and an upright, virtuous life; his highest 
pleasure will be to perform the commands 
and obey the law of his Creator; nothing 
| would give him so much pain as a con- 
| sciousness of violating either; he would 
-have no wish or desire to do any thing 
| which would offend him; when conscious 
| of offence, he would give no slumber to 
| his eyes until peace and pardon were ob- 





| neighbor, (which term, in the broad mean- 
ing of our Saviour, I suppose embraces 
the whole family of man;)and therefore 
would delight to do them good and make 


you and your; and if they would imitate the | and the fashionable practice of begging for | them happy. 


It is difficult for me to perceive how 
this belief can have any tendency to de- 
moralize man; how any injurious, delete- 
rious effects can arise from it, so as to en- 
| danger the peace and happiness of socie- 
| ty or the world; on the contrary, I believe 
it would have a directly different effect; 


| that it would introduce more humanity, 





;more benevolence, more charity, more | 
If my con- 
‘the first number of'a new universalist paper, | clusions are wrong [ will thank any gen- 
i\tleman to correct them. It may be ob- 
jected, that, by removing the fear of end- 
| tess punishment, you remove a very po- 
“ ; | tent engine, which now cramps the wick- 
| ‘The work is published semi-monthly, on good | 64 jn his vile career, and checks and re- 


love and brotherly affection. 


strains him in his course of vice. 


. 


| ~ _ 
‘throughout the most part of chr 


tained, and reconciliation made; his _ be-' 
|nevolence would also flow towards his! punish him eternally. 


I sup- 


Again, it is said, that the plain language is thing of the talents of Mr. Frieze, who for- pose it will be admitted that endless pun- 
more correct than the other. What proof is merly preached in Massachusetts, we have [ ishment has been preacne d, and believed, | unfaithfnl. God hates him. 


























» 2 t ° ‘ istendor, 
for many centuries past, and also in the 


heathen world, at least, since the heme 

Zoroaster; but has it restrained hy 

have those who believed it, lived ‘ss 

lives on account of that belief? If th, 
affirmative of this can be proved, the , - 
jection must stand good, so far as inorete, 
is concerned, and that is no immateri; 
point, but this I sincerely doubt. | dou} 

both the morals and religion of that pS a; 

who says, in his own heart, I must eg 

ship my Creator, because, if I do not, j, 

will send me to a place of misery, | ie 

be just with my fellow man, feed the hus. 
gry and clothe the naked, because ,,, 

Creator sees me, and I fear he wil] punisi 

me everlastingly, if I should neglect it 

Now does this man worship God in spirit 

and in truth? Is the law of God swe hee 

to his taste than honey? Does he delio}; 
in the service of his Creator? Can any 
such service be acceptable to a God ¢r 

purity and truth? Can he require this a 

our hands? St. Paul said he exercise, 

himself to discharge a conscience yoid of 
offence towards God and towards man, by; 
he did not say that it was the fear of ey. 
erlasting punishment that produced thi. 
effect—He said the love of Christ cop. 
straineth us. Why, if the terrors of jel) 
would make men sincere and j;ious wor. 
shippers of God, did St. Paul in jj 
preaching say nothing about it? Whar, 
let me ask the reader of this, would his 
sensations be, were he placed in a socie- 

ty, among a set of men, whom he w,; 

perfectly convinced would steal,and cheat, 

and rob him, were they not overawed and 
kept down by the fear of eternal misery: 

It would be a burlesque on morality ‘, 

say there was any good principle among 

such men, let their conduct be as regular 

as.you please; they are only wolves ix 

chains. Ido not believe such a set of be- 

ings ever existed, except in some wild im- 

agination, TI frankly confess that I canno: 

conceive of a more wicked being than 
one whose heart and desires are to violate 
all the moral and social duties, and is re- 
strained only through fear of punishment, 
from the perpetration of the blackes: 
crimes. We may as well talk of the mo- 
rality of a wolf—of a demon, as_ the mo- 
rality of such a man. The morality oj 
one is of exactly the same species as that 
of the other. The wolf refrains froim 
stealing my sheep, because he fears | 
shall blow out his brains;—the man, be- 
cause he fears he shall suffer never-ending 
misery. Amicus Virtetis, 
—~-—- 
FOR THE INTELLIGENCER. 
A SHORT SERMON. 

“ Repent and be baptized every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the r- 
mission of sins.” Acts, 2—38. 

When the multitude, on the day of pen- 
tecost, being canvicted of their wicked- 
ness in rejecting the testimony of Jesus, 
who had, alittle while before, been preach- 
ing among them, said, ‘ What shall wi 
do?” St. Peter answered them in the 
words of the text. And as I had doubted 
whether St. Peter’s words were rendered 
the most intelligibly in our English vei- 
sion, some less than two years ago, | 
made inquiry of a learned man, who, wit! 
a Greek testament in his hand, rendered 
them in the following manner: “ Repent 
and be baptized every one of you with 
the name of Jesus Christ into the remi- 
sion of sins,”? Whether this rendering is 
correct, as I expect it is, or not; as I know 
this sense agrees so well with the testimo- 
ny of other scriptures, I shall use my 
text accordingly; and as the word “ Re- 
pent” is, I suppose, well known to be sy- 
nonymous with reform, it needs no com- 
ment. I have therefore only to attend te 
the subject of baptism. 

« Be baptized with the name of Jesus 
Christ, into the remission of sins.” Well, 
how shall we obtain admittance to this 
baptism? Answer. You know when peo- 
ple wish to be baptized with water, thes 
make application to a minister. And the 
way to obtain admittance to this baptism, 
is to make application to Jesus, to 1 
baptized with his name; and as Jesus hat! 
said, “ he that cometh to me I will in 1 
wise cast out,” that soul who looks ear 
estly and diligently to Jesus, and prays 
for the baptism of his name ;always obtains 
salvation, or baptism, according to the de- 
gree of his faith; because the salvation ol 
God is as free to all men, as the air 
‘which all men breathe, or the light of the 
sun which shines upon all. d 

But agreeably to the theory which has 
long been common among christian pe 
ple, it is supposed that God holds _ 
thing against the sinner, like an accom) 
or bill, containing all his sins, and rie 
sinner dies before it is taken up, God 

But if he repen 

and turns to God, and believes oy 

| or other about Jesus Christ, then God, 4 

‘the sake of Jesus Christ, will give UP ' ¥ 

bill which he held against the sinner; oF 

| in other words, will forgive his sins. 
| . . ° st sow, 
| Ia this view, the ignorant, hones ‘vale 
| ceases from every practice which he oa " 

ito be sinful, and seeks the Lord in a 

‘of obtaining an evidence of forgiven’ 

‘and indeed, as the salvation of poh 

| free, as soon as he can believe Leal af 

| sins are forgiven, he feels the witnes nq 

‘it. But as he still concludes that _ a 
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